The Athenian Mercury. 


Qyeft. I. Tier isa Wager laid, and it urefer'd tothe De- 

cifios of your Society, which we defire as foon 
gs can bt; tis this ——there is no Smoke,but there t fome fire,whe= 
ther truth or not ? - 

Anfw. The Learned have Diftinguifh'd fire into three spe- 
sits, 1. Light, thar is fire in its proper matter, 2. Flame, 
that is fire in moift Air, 3. Cole, that is fire ina burnt 
Stick , or other Deficcated matter ; The prefént Queftion 
comes under the fecond Head , which we may Refolve in 
the Affirmative, fire and heat ( although ome wou'd puz- 
wlethemfelves , and others with the DiftinGion of res and 
ratio )are but one, for if beat bean accident of fire, it may 
be feparated from it, without the Deftru@ion of the pree 
tended Subftance, wiz. fire, but take away heat from fire, 
and you take away the very natureof it; for fireis pro- 

rly difcernable but by heat. Now this being prov’d 
I wou'd ask the Affertor of the Negative , whether there 
can be any Smoak, without Heat, or warmth, whichisa Be- 
gree of Heat, he willaniwer yes, or deny bis Senfts , and 
that proves what is before affirmed : perhaps he may Ob- 
je&, how can there be fire in a Swearing Horfe-Dunghil, 
orin other Creatures when they Sweat, fo char the Smoak 
is very vifiole: The Anfwer is, we muft know things bytheir 
Effects ; but Smoak 1s the Efle@of Heat, and Heat ws Fire, 
We are nor to think there can be no Fire thatis Invifible, 
for Fire works according to the Nature of the Subje& ic 
meets with, and according to the inrenfnefs of it’s own 
Nature, fome things a8 inflam’d Spirit, ec. are faid to be 
a horter fort of Fire than other Fire , when there is only 
agreat dealof Fire in alittle Room, which the matter by 
its own Aptitude is Receptive of,the Heat of the Sun ( or 
to {peak properly ) the Fire it diffufes to the diffant Objects of 
the World, as to impregnare Trees. Herbs, ec. to heart 
Rocks, Stones, Buildings,c. it plainly appears, that chis 
Communication of Heat is Fire ;becaufe it may grow hotter 
and hotter , till 1c appears Vifible , asisfeenby the Etteas 
of a Burning-Glafs, the place whichthe Contraéed Rays 
fettleupon , is firft warm, and heats by degrees ( that is, 
grows tobe a greater Fire ) till it vifibly appears by irs 
Effe&s, from which Arguments ’ris Demonttrative, that 
even warmth it fef is Fire,Remifs,or in a very little De- 

ree, 
’ weft. 2. How may I make a number more than one, and lefs 
than two, witboxt a Fraétion? 

Anfw. Tis impoffisle according to the plain Stating of 
the Queftion , if there be any [rick or Riddle in’c, we 
think fuch Fruitle(s Inquirics below the Fra¢tion ofa Minutes 
Scrutiny. 

Queft. 3. You are of Opinion, N. 11. Vol. Q. 5. that 
Heat produces Rain, if fo, why then bave we not always more 
Rain abundantly in the Summer, than in the Winter? 

Anfw. If you pleafe to Confulc that Anfwer again, you 
will find that we never laid down fuch an Affertion, there 
is certainly a vaft difference betwixt Attraction and Procrea- 
tion of Showers, not bur that at che fame, we allow Heat 
fome little Share in the caufe of Exhalations, ec. And 
though the Temperatenefs of our Climate alters the Cafe 
muchin refpec& of the Indies, yer we find that we have 
the moft Rain about April , when the Sun has got the up- 
ee hand of thofe Cold Impreffions, which the Winter 

ad lodg’din the Bowels of the Earth, by driving’em 
out in Vapours and Mifts, which meeting together, condenfe 
into Clouds, till oa are coo heavy for the Air to buoy up 
any longer , and fo they difcharge themf{cives again upon 
the Earthand Waters. 

Oueft. Whether Vertue isan barder Task to anill Man, 
7 Vicetoa good Man? _ 

Axfw. This is a Queftion of a large Extent, if Moral 
Vertueor Vice be underftood by the Queftion, we muft 
returo this Anfwer: That a perfon that is nor prepoffeft | 
Prejudices and ill habits , can much eafilier comply wi 
Vertue , than Vice. Our Reafonis, that there is no Evil 
in Humane AGions ; -becaufe to Appearance , they are all 
good and pleafing, otherwife the Will, the Object where- 
of is that which is good and taking, wou'd oot be inclin’d 
thereto, fince good is that .which all things defire, and 
fo Man can choofe Evil as an Evil, but as a good, in re- 
fpe& of fome Evil( cither Real or Imaginary ) which he 


laboured under, thus Fratcis Spirain his Defperate State, 
defir'd Hell, notas Hell,~buc as a Retreat from a greater 
Evil; which he thouglit he endur'd,to wir, his Confcience: 
Now all Actions that are Evil, are fo accidenrally, by a 
Depravation of the Will and Underftanding, which 
oftentimes choofe at all adventure , without @ due Inquifis 
tion into the Nature of their: Choice. Again, Beings and Sub- 
ftances are more amiable than Privarions are Odious; be- 
caufe Love refpeés the things that are Amiable , when 
Averfion cann’t poflibly be exrended to what is net, Whence 
it follows , that tis a greater trouble todo Evil, in regard 
ignorance of what is not, ismot fo Charming as a Know- 
ledge of Real goodnefs , the defire of which 1s naturally 
Stampt upon our Wills and Affe@ions: Thus much to pers 
fons that have Contracted no Habits, but in refpe& to thofe 
thathave, ( andindeed, to fuch the Queftion more particularly 
belongs, ) we Anfwer, that a General Habitis made upof 
allthe particulars that conftitute ic, and if we defe ro 
the firft, we fhall find a greater Freedom of Mind in 
choofing or refufing , than is commonly taught, fo we 
thal! fee People naturally mov'd ata Speftacleof Pitty, ge- 
merous to forgive an injury upon Submiffion , all Admisation and 
Reverence ¢0 Fuft and Good Men, ufing the Namesof Verme 
to cover their Wickednefs , which with many more fuch 
Inftances of pure Natural Inftin@ , fhew that Adams fall 
has not utterly exunguifhe the Power of Vertue in our Souls, 
This is farther evine’d by the Great Morality of feveral 
Heathens: And we doubt nor, bur chat Religion was a 
Trade of prefent Intereft, andthe Whole for this World, 
we fhou’d fee a great number of Profeffors and Zealots , 
who now have fer up their end, their God, and Heaven 
here; the Reafon of fo much Atbeifm and Diffolutionof Mane 
ners amongft us, isthe Jittle Practice of Vertue and Piety, 
But if we movea flep higher, and fearch above the pow- 
erof Moral Vertue, and Natural in » wefhall find 
the Wifeft Men Fools, and fhutout of Heaven, whenthe 
moft [llirerare poor wretches are chofen , as if God took 
a Pleafure in Confounding thofe that are wifein their own 
Conceipts , by Exalting others which fach People think 
not worth their notice. Here indeed we are at a lofs, and 
as we admire the Méafures of the Almighties Proceedings , 
which is againffour Reafon, fo by our Reafon, we dare nor 
think ficto Judge or Determine any thing in’t, further, 
than what we have daily Inftances in, tiz. That many that 
have appear'd very good, have Apoftatix’d, and many 
that have been very ill Men, have been Reclaim'd, we 
hope more of the lafi; but then the Number that have 
always lived in one unchangtable State of Impicty, will over~ 
ballance the Account, and we fear, give fuch an Anfwer, 
as Ou _ rather think of, chan mention. - c 

eft. Suppofe your Society were put to their Choice, whe- 
ther bad they ns a know wll that is known, or be ignorant of 
that , and know all that is yet unknown ? 

Anfw. Indeed’tis very Tempting to Recolle& many bf 
Curlofities,’as the making of Lamps to burn 12 0F 1500 
Years, and not extinguifh’d but by che letting inof Air, 
as particularly in the Tomb of Tullia Cicero's Daughter as 
Pada, the Invention of a perpetual Motion, which anima~ 
ted Archimedes Sphere, anddyed withhim , that of Male 
leable Glafs, with its Invencor , who was wretchedly Slain 
by Tiberius, the melting or making Artificial Stones, fach 
as the Pillars now in W¢/iminjter Abby , and many more €x- 
riofities, which by fome ftrange indiligence , death or 
fomething elfe , have efcap’d our knowledge; as likewife 
"t would be no swnwelcom wd to learn the Wifdom of De- 
mons , who by Natural Caufes, effeét ftrange rhings, onl 
fo tous, becaufe we are ignorant of "em: But afcer al, 
when Solomon tells us all is Vanity, Pythagoras, that up mg 
nothing, Pyrrbo, that Men muft not pretend to know t 
felves ignorant, but that they muft be contented to dowbt of it, yea, 
and to doubt of their viry doubting. Whenwe er thele 
things, we are at alofs, and cannot find our felves, unlef 
we look into the Providences of Heaven , there a lir- 
tle Learning will teach us to fit down content with bis 
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Difpofal and think our felves very happy iothac 
mi oe to make us happy ; a wher abfolure 


need of. more , fo that we had much rather know what is 
known, than only know what is yer concealed ; Befides 
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here's fleange Alcerations ia Tongue’ , Cosfufns of Sedo 
exces, and things appearing in sew Def which have been 
formerly , that makes us chink our much the bet- 
ter, efpecially when we confider that the Wilcft of Men 


has told us, t thert sestbee sew ear th Set, Dae a 
rition of things o're and o're agair. 
Pe Ooeft. 6. Whubir Pris tiot Dimin (bes Lovt?, 

Alm. “Tis according ro tLe Nature on t,and the Refolu- 
tion is Various according to the Qualifications , both of 
the Love, and the Subject Loved. It the Love Terminates 
upon the Senfes , and fixes mor upon the Soul, we muft 
aver, that Humane wtabnifs is foon weary , and naturally care 
ryed toa Change, the Pamiliarnéfs of it breeds Consempt. But 
fuch a Love a6 centers Vertae, Modefty, and the 
gifts of che Mind , can’e pali’d and cloy’d ; becaufe tis 
alwa encreafing 5 and the Mind always as Actwt. To 

con whether we love fuch a Subje&, when we poflefs 
im, isto ack whether Love be Love, what proportion there 
%; herwixt a PiGure, and the Miftrefs , the fame ts found 
berwixt fach Mifire(s , when fhe permits her Servant no 
Privacy ; and her felf , when fhe is Marryed to him ; the 
Aétions of one being Sutthe Shadow of the other, which 
is diftovered by Fruitien: Wemay fay therefore, that paffton 
before Enjoyment, is defire, bat Polfifion alone us capacle to pro- 
duce true Love. Now the Perfcétion of any thing muft be 
its Completion, and not Deftruétion ; Friendfhip ( or to 
ufe anothers Expreffion, Grateful Frimdihip ) 1s by A& en- 
creafed , and we doubt nor, but u there was occafion , 
there might be found many Marryed Perfons that wou'd not 
fick to imitate the Noble Contention of Gracchus and 
Corntliz , by choofing to die for one another. 

Queft.7. Several Perfons whe ditd,and wert buryed,wery uitt- 
by hava by Revolutions of State, and fometimes byother Acct- 
dents, been taken out of their Graves , abufid, and treated 
Tenominioufly = Quere, whether the Soul bath any knowledge of 
the wlage the Bady macts with wpox fuch occafions ? 

Anfw. To Antwer thts Queftion, and tome others of the 
fame Nature, we ought to premife that Man confifts of rwo 
parts, a Soul and Body, and chat che powers of the Soul, as 
fo underftand, will, @&c. a& by the Powers of the Body, 
which are the Sences and Paflions , and are common to 
Brutes, for as t> a)! Material Obje&s, the old Maxim holds 
truce, char there's nothing in the Intellect which is not firft inthe 
Sects. Now the Soul knowing and working by the powers 
of the Body , asits proper I-ftrumenr, when thefe are ta- 
keh away fromirc, it ceafes fuch its Operation, and irs know- 
ledge is confus'd, being only Potential and Imaginary, as a good 
Mufician cou'd play. if he had an Inftrument to plav on , 
and if you bid him play without an Inftrumenr as well as 
he can, he can only tell you, that he has the power of play- 
ing ; but wants the means of putting it into Act, and all chat 
he can do, isto Imagine, Suppofe, or Refle& from former 
Idtes, which is only a confufed Notion of Mufick in Gene- 
ral; Thus much roevery Bodies Apprehenfion, but if this 
fail; into a Piilofophers Hands, I wou'd ada, that Generals 
art known by Reajon,and Particulars by fenft, to prove which, 
the beginning of Particularity in Material things, 1s individual 
Mattir, hence the Sence acts dire&tly, (for no more is requir'd 
for fering but an immediate Union between the Vifrve Power, and 
the thing fien ) but the Intelle@ indire&ly by reflexion, or by 
AbfiraGting the intelligible Species, or phantafm from {uch Mat- 
ter aa is Reprefented by the Sence 5 but thac which is Abftra&ted 
from Individaal Matter,1s Univerfal, as above, from whence 
we conclude, that rhe Sow! feparated from the Body, does 
know all Material things Potentially, asa Mufician does Mu- 
fick, though he plavs not; bur nor particularly, and in AG, 
for then we thall bring tt to Individual Matter, whichis the 
Obje& of Sence, when the Soul only knows Abftraéedly as 
before, for 'tis the greareit Nonfence imaginable, co fuppofe 
there muft not be a Coherence and Proportion betwixt 4 
Powe and its Object. Bur the Incelleé&tis unmaterial, there- 
fore che Obje& of ics Knowledge muft be immaterial, and 
tuch ts the Ratio Aoftract or Quiddiry of Matter. Hence the 
Soul,unlefs inform'd by an Angel or Sprit, |.nows nor what 
oF Treatment ics Body meets with, when feparated 

om it, 

Queft. 8. Wo was thet Cain feared {bould bi t 
be bed killed bus Brother Abel? gx Rito 

Axfw. There was not many People indeed cofcar, but 
gor one having died a Nateral Dezth, Cain might well chink 
of living agrcac while, and having his Father to infirua 
him , he mighc uodertiand how dic World was to be Peopied , 
tewit , by Adam, Cain, end fachas hould ima little time be 
bore of ‘em. So chat he was afraid of his Brothers chat were 
yh Born, or their own, or his own Soms, or Grand- 
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9. Whe it waas that Caih took toWife,whes be wert fae 
te Lend of Nod? 


Anfw. Hisown Sifter; the Rabbins fay, that Adams Chil. 
dren’ were Twins, a Brother anda Sifter bora.cogether , 
Sec Vol, Nie Q. We defire our Querifis to runover the In- 
dex of our Volumes, that we may not be troubled by Dy- 
plicates, or the fame queftions over and over. | 

Queft. 10. Whether or no, Cain bad any belp to build bie 
City? 
Anfw. Yes, every one knows hew eld they lived in the- 
begisning of the World , and if ye allowonly 600 years 
for a Life, onc Male might have above 110000 come from 
him and his Children im that tie, upon pe. thac 
every one might get /even Males in one Hundred Years, as 
you may fee by a Tiya! of Multiplication , fothat Cain cou'd 
net want perions to be afraid of, nor perfons to affift him 
in his Building. 

Queft. 11. Suppofe there was a certain place fet out for all 
Night-Walkers to meet in at actrtain Hour, as at Amfierdam, 
mheiher it might not proveagréat means to alfappoint great Mif- 
chitfs that enfue upon Night- Walking ? 

Anfw. Ts a vety Unchriflian Maxim, to neceffirate one 
Evil, to avoid two, tho’ indeed if you leave Religion our 
tis a pretty fort of policy, and many Evils would be avoided 
byir; but we hope there’s much better Meafures on foot 
aerecable both to €hriftianity,and Civi! Politicks, and there. 
fore we need nor ro choofe one that’s diffonant to either 
nay, to that which is really boch, I meaa Chriftianiry, ‘ 

Cneft. 12. What was that Bounty wisch Solomon gave te 
the Queen of Sheba. 

Axfw. Perhaps the fence of asking more uleful Quefti- 
ons than chis. 

Queft. 13. Isthere any punifbment great enough for Ingrati- 
tude, and what ? 

Anfw. A Difdaining to take other notice of jt, than by 
Difcontinning Converfe. : 

Queft. 14. Uf aperfonunder the effects of too much Drink, ball 
happen to ex efs bim(eif unkindly,or to offer an Inj ary to a Friend, 
for whem by th whol Courjfe and Series of bis Life, be cannet 
but be judged to bave 2 grat Love and Affection, and at all otber 
times to have been Exprefiwe of 1, whether this perfon (bould 
be -udged to be traly of that Intention or Difpofition to kis of .refaia 
Friend , wherein be expref]rd bimfel} in bis Drink , it being fup- 
poled that Men {peak truth én their Drink, tho’ when tiny ave fom 
ber , they marfor their Credit or Tstereli, only Diffemble and bide 
their Natural Difpolstions. 

Anfw. We can’t think this a fufficient Inftance to deftroy 
Friemdbip , no more than other Actions, which People are 
guilty of in cheir Drink, and hate when they are Sober 
fhou’d be a Standard to Judge andDetermine the A@ions of 
a Mans whole Life. We take not the Depth of a River, by 
an accidenta! Flood or Draught , but according to the Na- 
tural and Ordinary Carrent in its Channel, and herein we 
imitace Heaven, who takes an Eftimare of our Verrues or 
Vices , according to our Habits and Ufual ways of A@ing, 
and not by a few, fingle, good or bad Actions , but that the 
Querift may be berrer fatisfied about the Nature of Friethl- 
fhip, let him confule our paper, Vol, —N.— Q. 

Queft.15. 4 Gentleman lays 4 Wagtr,that King Williams for- 
cts take Galloway in fuch atime, and within the time "tis Sure 
rendered to’em upon Articles: Quere, whetber the Gentleman 
pag the Wager, the Town not being taken, bat Surrinder- 
t 

Anfw. Yes, the Gentleman wins, for their Majefties 
Forces did take it, though it was furrendered , Galloway 
was unwilling to be overcome, was unwilling to give or Sur- 
render it felf to irs Enemies , now ‘tis al! one as to the A@i- 
on of Surrendering , whether it Sur endred by being fore’d 
to ir by Fighting , or Surrendered through Fear, and cer- 
tain Arguments of being beat , tis confefi twas Surrender- 
ed; bucit could not be Surrendered, unlefS the Surrender 
was taken by the Forces to whom it was Surrendered : A- 
gain a not taking , had made this Gentleman a Jofiy , and 
a not Surrendering , had made this Gen:ley an a lofer: 
Therefore itfollows, thar cither taking or furrendering 
makes him a Winver, Bur if the other Gentleman hada 
defign (0 Eqsizocat?, and ftand wpom words,he ought to have 
faid he would do fo at the time he laid the Wager, for what 
Reafonis there I fhould lay a Wager , and nor know what 
my Anragonift means, tis fuppos'd this Wager was laid a- 
mongft orher perfons that overheard ic, therefore in chat 
Sence that they rook it, all the World would rake it, words 
being expreffive of thaughts; but all the World wena ad- 
judge it to che Gentleman who laid that Gallowey wou'ld be 
taken , for we are morto judge at Refervis, bug of things 
5 they appear in their own Nature, 


fo 
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